
  ENG. 450 1 

 

 

 

Collegiate School of Medicine and Bioscience 

Course Syllabus - SY21-2022 

 

Course Information_________________________________________________________ 

Instructor: Chandra Alford  

Email:chandra.alford@slps.org  

Office Hours:  

Course Title: ENG. 450 Literature                                 

Course Days/Time: A- Days (MWF) 

 3rd Period:11:50-1:10pm 

 4th Period: 1:40-3:00pm   

 

Teaching Philosophy__________________________________________________________ 

One of the primary tenets of my teaching philosophy is to employ and implement methods that create a 

student-centered environment. I believe creating this type of environment allows students to be 

actively involved rather than being passive participants. Also, having a student-centered environment 

requires me to take on the role as the facilitator, which I believe is far more effective when I am 

engaging with students in the learning process. Placing my students at the center of their learning 

environment is imperative to the instruction they receive. As an English instructor, it is a primary goal 

of my instruction to help students see how language can be used to inform and persuade their 

perceptions of various things, and why it is important to think critically about these perceptions.  

 

All strong writers are also strong readers. In this class, we will write poetry and prose as we explore 

how to read creatively. We will assume that writing is a result of, and in a feedback loop with, reading. 

Following that, this class aims to foster strong writers through habits of strong reading. You will write 

inside and outside of class, experiment, workshop, and revise. You will read across geographies, 

languages, centuries, and identities. Through poetry, short stories, novels, lyric essays— and 

everything in between—we will discover what it means to learn from what we read, and write from 

what we learn. We may even answer why we write at all.  

 

 

Course Overview____________________________________________________________ 

Reading  

•understand more from and make fuller use of written materials, including using a wider range of 

evidence to support an analysis  

•make more connections about how complex ideas interact and develop within a book, essay, or article 

•evaluate arguments and specific claims; assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 

sufficient; and as appropriate, detecting inconsistencies and ambiguities  

•analyze the meaning of foundational U.S. documents (the Declaration of Independence, the Preamble 

to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights)  

Writing 

•make an argument that is logical, well-reasoned, and supported by evidence  

•write a literary analysis, report, or summary that develops a central idea and a coherent focus and is 

well supported with relevant examples, facts, and details  

•conduct several research projects that address different aspects of the same topic, using more complex 

books, articles, and other sources 

Speaking and Listening 

•respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesizing comments, claims, and evidence made on 

all sides of an issue; and resolving contradictions when possible  
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•share research, findings, and evidence clearly and concisely  

•make strategic use of digital media (e.g., animations, video, websites, podcasts) to enhance 

understanding of findings and to add interest 

Course Description__________________________________________________________ 

English 450 Literature is a course that focuses on reading, analyzing, and writing about imaginative 

literature (fiction, poetry, drama) from various periods. Students engage in close reading and critical 

analysis of imaginative literature to deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to 

provide both meaning and pleasure. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and 

themes, as well as its use of figurative language, imagery, and symbolism. Writing assignments include 

expository analytical, and argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary 

works.   

 

 

Course Objectives__________________________________________________________________ 

The learning activities, assignments and exams in this course assess your mastery of these 

learning objectives: 

 Adopt appropriate tone, voice, and level of formality 

 Respond to the needs of different audiences 

 Understand how genres shape reading and writing  

 Understand a written assignment as a series of tasks 

 Be aware that it usually takes multiple drafts to complete a successful text 

 Understand the social and collaborative aspects of the writing process 

 Learn to critique their own and other's’ work 

 Control such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling 

 Conduct college-level research using a variety of sources, both online and print 

 Construct literary arguments supported by evidence and analysis  

 

Course Materials________________________________________________________________  

Students will be required to keep all handouts, in class assignments, homework, essays, revisions, and 

tests as a type of portfolio to demonstrate growth and improvement throughout the course of the year. 

In order to stay organized they will need the following supplies:  

 

Course Policies__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Submitting Work 

Submitted work will be typed, double-spaced and submitted in print, electronically, etc. 

Written work must adhere to the style of the discipline: MLA. 

Written work will be evaluated for composition and grammar. 

 

Late Work Policy: 

All assignments must be completed and meet the expectations to receive a passing grade.  

Assignments must be submitted on the designated due dates. Classwork, homework, assessments 

and major writing assignments must be submitted on the due date unless an extension has been 

granted by or arranged with the instructor. Otherwise, there will be a 20% deduction on all late 

assignments. 

 

Academic Honesty: 

Cheating includes, but is not limited to, the passing of answers on quizzes and tests; receiving or 

transmitting of specific information about questions on a test; the lending or copying of homework. 
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Plagiarism is the use another’s words or ideas as if they were one’s own. To avoid plagiarism when 

using another person’s thoughts, the writer must acknowledge the origin of the ideas and use 

quotations marks to indicate borrowed language. Within the context of a specific class, a writer may 

ordinarily incorporate into her/his paper ideas discussed in that specific class without crediting the 

teacher or fellow students. Published material including passages and ideas from handouts and class 

texts must always be acknowledged and referenced. 

 

Consequences: 

 Refer to the student handbook 

 

Attendance: Attendance will be taken the first 10 minutes of every class period. It is imperative that 

each student login to the class sessions within this timeframe because attendance will be taken during 

this time. A student’s attendance will be marked as absent if they are not logged into the class session 

within this timeframe. Students will be required to have their cameras on during this period of the class 

session. Otherwise, a student will be marked as absent for the class session. Please see the instructor if 

further clarification is needed. 

 

Respectful Space: To create a safe learning environment, we will agree to the following community 

norms:  -Be present and engaged (all electronics must be silenced) - Be aware of power and voice in 

the classroom, whether in person or virtual -Adhere to and maintain workshop etiquette and guidelines  

-Write, read, and talk with integrity (plagiarism and laziness will not be tolerated). 

 

Course Structure: We will divide our time between literary craft (Monday) and writing workshop 

(Wednesday) and college and career readiness (bi-weekly on Friday).  

  

  

 

Assignments and Grading Scale___________________________________________________ 

 

Assignments: 

Classwork          15% 

Homework                                15% 

Major Writing Assignments        35% 

Assessments           30% 

Participation            5% 

         

------------------ 

Total:    100% 

*The semester exams will be weighted at 10% of the overall semester grade. The exams will be in the 

form of a portfolio review.  

 

 

Grading Scale:  

90-100%  A Excellent Performance 

80-89%  B Good Performance  

70-79%  C Average Performance 

60-69%  D Not Mastering Concepts 

0-59%  F Unsatisfactory Performance 
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Course Schedule: 

 

Unit 1: Writers on Writing 

Primary Text: Select Short Stories 

Supplemental Readings: Poetry and other readings 

Assignments: Short Story Analysis; Poetry Analysis  

 

Unit 2: Progress, Prediction, and the Unforeseen Future 

Primary Text:  Animal Farm  

Supplemental Reading: 1984 and other readings  

Assignments: Comparative Analysis; Literary Analysis; PowerPoint Presentation  

 

Unit 3: Exploring History 

Primary Text: The Two Brothers by Leo Tolstoy 

Supplemental Reading: Halsted Street Car by Carl Sandburg and other readings  

Assignments: Literary Analysis; Poetry Analysis  

 

Quarter 4: Race & Racism in America 

Primary Text: We Wear the Mask by Paul Laurence Dunbar  

Supplemental Readings: The Battle Royal by Ralph Ellison and other readings 

Assignments: Literary Analysis; PowerPoint Presentation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


